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China and
East Asia Studies Initiative
About us

Who we are

The China and East Asia Studies (CEAS) Initiative is a student-led association 
that provides an open academic platform for research and debate on 
contemporary issues about China, East Asia and the world. Engaging people 
from all backgrounds interested in this discipline, we strive to mobilize 
academic and social resources to facilitate academic activities concerning 
China and East Asia from an inclusive perspective. Working closely with the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID) of 
Geneva, CEAS responds to the increasing demand among its student body to 
make sense of the latest political, economic, and social developments of China 
and East Asia and their consequences for the international community. We 
have a strong faith in constructive dialogues, and we are committed to serving 
as an inclusive channel for the exchange of ideas.

What we do

The long-term vision of CEAS is to rise to the forefront of research 
associations on East Asian Studies within Europe. Moreover, we aim to act as 
a bridge of different ideas, perspectives and cultures to build understanding, 
trust and friendship. By doing so, our operation complements the mission of 
the Graduate Institute of Geneva –– to promote academic exchange and to 
enable its research findings to reach out to the wider community. To this end, 
we organize seminars, hold public talks, and invite research presentations on a 
regular basis.
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Why does it matter?
Geneva Forum on East Asia

Filling the knowledge gap

East Asia, as a geographic region, involves Greater China, Japan, Mongolia, 
and the Korean Peninsula. Home to some of the world’s most ancient 
civilisations, East Asia has never been unimportant in history. Today, this 
region has an increasingly significant role to play in shaping the world 
economically, politically, and culturally. Yet, the world still lacks knowledge 
about the region, which may turn into an impediment to engage this region in 
global governance and the international development agenda more deeply and 
constructively. To bridge the gap, the China and East Asia Studies Initiative 
proposes to hold an annual forum on East Asia. The forum aims to be a 
platform for in-depth discussions and constructive dialogue surrounding East 
Asia, encouraging intellectual, professional, and cultural exchange at all 
levels. 

A comprehensive space

The Geneva Forum on East Asia is designed to be comprehensive and consists 
of three pillars. The academic forum holds high-quality panel discussions to 
address major issues in the region, bringing together prominent East Asian 
scholars and experts from around the world. The career forum leverages the 
location of international Geneva and the massive alumni network of IHEID, 
providing students with useful advice and networking opportunities that can 
lead to an international career related to East Asia. The social forum serves as 
a place of cultural exchange, embracing diversity and creating vibrancy. The 
target audience of the Forum is students, scholars, and professionals with an 
interest in East Asia and its relationship with the world.
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2021 First Edition

Opening ceremony: Welcome remarks on the topic of “East 
Asia as part of the world”.

Ambassadors roundtable: “Europe and East Asia” with 
former and current European ambassadors to China, Japan, 
Mongolia, and South Korea.

academic forum career forum social forum

5 thematic sessions

Environment

Security

Political Philosophy

Economic Development

Gender

2 career sessions

“Inspire Students”

Career Fair

2 social sessions

Session of warm-up 
events prior to the 

beginning of the Forum

Closing Celebration

Structure
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Calendar
Warm-up social sessions 

Tea & food gatherings, online “cultural shock” sharing, etc. [date and format TBC]

Geneva Forum on East Asia

Day 1
(Mon, Oct. 11)

Day 2
(Tue, Oct. 12)

Day 3
(Wed, Oct. 13)

Day 4
(Thu, Oct. 14)

Day 5
(Fri, Oct. 15)

Opening Ceremony

East Asia as part of 
the world

[on-site]
[17:00-18:30 CET]

Academic
Session 1

(Environment)

Challenges and 
opportunities for East 
Asian environmental 

cooperation

[Online]
[time TBC]

Career session 1

“Inspire Students” 
Sharing by IHEID 

alumni in East Asia

[Online]
[13:00-14:00  CET]

Academic
Session 2
(Security)

Flashpoints and 
escalation on the 

Korean Peninsula and 
in the Taiwan Strait

[Online]
[10:00-11:30 CET]

Ambassadors 
roundtable

Diplomatic 
perspectives on 

Europe and East Asia

[Online]
[17:00-18:30 CET]

Academic
Session 3

(Pol. Phil.)

Are ‘Asian Values’ 
compatible with 

democracy? A look 
back at East Asian 
political thought

[Online]
[10:00-11:00 CET]

Career session 2

“IOs in East Asia” 
Career Fair 

[Online]
[14:00-18:00 CET]

Academic
Session 4

(Eco. Dev.)

East Asian economic 
development  

cooperation and the 
struggle for 
international 

influence

[Online]
[10:00-11:30 CET]

Academic
Session 5
(Gender)

Gender roles within 
the household and 

beyond - the 
incomplete gender 
revolution in East 

Asia

[Online]
[14:00-15:30 CET]

Closing Celebration

“Meet the 
participants”
cocktail party

[on-site]
[19:00-22:00 CET]

* All times indicated are to be confirmed



7

Opening ceremony
East Asia as part of the world

Background
The opening ceremony of the Forum is intended to provide 
an overview of current topics related to East Asia as well as a 
first taste of the Forum's other events. The central themes of 
this event will be multilateralism, the geopolitical framework, 
economic globalisation and building bridges between East 
Asia and the rest of the world.

Goals
• To provide a macro-level overview of key topics in 

the international sphere related to East Asia;
• To set the stage for the Forum (flagship event);
• To link the Institute’s mission (multilateralism) with 

East Asia in general and East Asian geopolitics and 
economic standing in particular.

Date:
Monday,
October 11th
2021

Time:
17:00-18:30 CET 
[TBC]

Format:
On-site

Venue:
Auditorium Ivan 
Pictet, IHEID

Agenda (90min)

1. CEAS presentation video (5min)
2. CEAS President’s opening remarks (5min)
3. Welcome remarks: IHEID Director Marie-Laure Salles (10min)
4. Keynote speech “East Asian and the world”: speaker TBC (25min)
5. Keynote speech “The world and East Asia”: Ambassador Jean-Jacques 

de Dardel  (25min)
6. Panel discussion and audience Q&A (15min)
7. Closing remarks and outlook on the Forum (5min)

https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/sites/internet/files/2021-04/A1A_Ang.pdf
https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/sites/internet/files/2021-04/A1A_Ang.pdf
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Academic session 1
Challenges and opportunities 
for East Asian environmental 
cooperation

Background
This academic session will focus on seeking new ways forward 
for greater inter- and intra-regional cooperation between China, 
Japan, and South Korea on emission reduction to tackle climate 
change issues.

Goals
• To understand how each country has contributed to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 
• To discuss dynamics of interregional cooperation and 

tensions among East Asian countries on mitigating 
climate change and reducing emissions.

Date:
Tuesday,
October 12th
2021

Time:
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Agenda (90min)

1. Introduction by the moderator (10min)
2. Keynote speech – China: speaker TBC (10min)
3. Keynote speech – Japan: speaker TBC (10min)
4. Keynote speech – South Korea: speaker TBC (10min)
5. Panel discussion facilitated by the moderator (30min)
6. Audience Q&A (20min)
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Career session 1
“Inspire Students” – Sharing by 
IHEID alumni in East Asia

Date:
Tuesday,
October 12th
2021

Time:
13:00-14:00  CET

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Agenda (90min)
[TBC]

Background
The Graduate Institute of Geneva has a great network of 
alumni, with a significant number based in East Asia and 
working in a variety of sectors and industries. These alumni 
would be our student body’s best channel to get to know East 
Asia and best connect to the ground, from a practical 
perspective. Supported by the Alumni Office and Career 
Services of IHEID, this “Inspire Students” session, as part of a 
series of monthly thematic alumni roundtables, spotlights the 
region of East Asia.

Goals
• To connect attendees and IHEID alumni around 

shared career interests in East Asia;
• To share experiences in working within different 

sectors in East Asia (e.g. public sector, private sector, 
IGOs and NGOs, academia, etc.);

• To gain knowledge about career opportunities in East 
Asia today; 

• To gain insights into the “East Asia experience” of 
alumni from different backgrounds.
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Academic session 2
Flashpoints and escalation on 
the Korean Peninsula and in the 
Taiwan Strait

Background
As the Biden administration moves towards a new North Korea 
policy and doubles down on the US commitment to Taiwan, there 
is a greater need than ever to understand the security dynamics of 
two of the most internationally significant potential flashpoints in 
the world. While the two areas have unique histories and 
dynamics, they share certain key features. For example, both are 
the continuing legacy of frozen Cold War-era conflicts and both 
are intricately connected to China’s relationship with the United 
States.

Goals
• To understand the sources of tension in these two areas;
• To analyse evolving risk factors in terms of domestic and 

international political developments;
• To assess the ability of external actors and international 

institutions to reduce tensions between regional players.

Date:
Wednesday,
October 13th
2021

Time:
10:00-11:30 CET 
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Agenda (90min)

1. Introduction by the moderator (10min)
2. Keynote speech 1: speaker TBC (10min)
3. Keynote speech 2: speaker TBC (10min)
4. Keynote speech 3: speaker TBC (10min)
5. Panel discussion facilitated by the moderator (30min)
6. Audience Q&A (20min)
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Ambassadors roundtable
Diplomatic perspectives on 
Europe and East Asia

Date:
Wednesday,
October 13th
2021

Time:
17:00-18:30 CET
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Background
The Ambassadors roundtable is specifically designed to provide 
the audience with a platform to bridge the knowledge gap on 
European foreign policy practice with East Asian countries. In 
order to achieve this objective, we believe that knowledge 
sharing by diplomatic practitioners who have devoted their 
careers to addressing such issues is indeed the best practice.

Goals
• To provide an overview on the foreign policy stances towards 

East Asian states of individual EU member states, as well as 
the EU as a whole;

• To showcase the strategic interest of European states in East 
Asia, be it economic, political, or other forms of interest;

• To showcase the potential differences in foreign relation 
approaches towards China, between the EU/and its member 
states and Switzerland as a non-EU state;

• To provide a platform for discussion on the future of the EU 
as an actor in international relations in a multipolar world, 
especially during the current US-China confrontation.

Agenda (90min)

1. Introduction by the moderator (5min)
2. Introducing the speakers (10min)
3. Panel discussion facilitated by the moderator (50min)
4. Audience Q&A (20min)
5. Closing remarks (5min)
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Academic session 3
Are ‘Asian Values’ compatible with 
democracy? A look back to East 
Asian political thought

Background
The ‘Asian Values’ debate, which saw figures such as Singapore’s 
Lee Kuan Yew and South Korea’s Kim Dae-jung dispute the 
democratic foundations of East Asian political identity, remains 
exceedingly relevant today. Political systems in East Asia remain 
extremely differentiated, while internationally democracy is 
experiencing backsliding and crises of confidence. In this 
turbulent context, a look back at the enduring legacy of East 
Asian political thought will provide an additional perspective to 
the state of democracy in East Asia today.

Goals
• To compare and contrast East Asian political thought with 

that of Europe;
• To assess the extent of East Asian political thought’s 

influence on the region’s contemporary political systems;
• To critically consider Lee Kuan Yew’s ‘Asian Values’ thesis.

Date:
Thursday,
October 14th
2021

Time:
10:00-11:00 CET 
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Agenda (60min)

1. Introduction by the moderator (5min)
2. Lecture: speaker TBC (40min)
3. Audience Q&A (15min)
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Career session 2
“IOs in East Asia” Career Fair

Date:
Thursday,
October 14th
2021

Time:
14:00-18:00 CET
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Background
Drawing from the increasing importance of the East Asian region in 
the contemporary world and the major role that this region is 
playing in organizations dealing with global affairs, CEAS is 
committed to present to students and young professionals potential 
career opportunities in such organizations. Covering different fields 
and international issues, this event aims at bringing together 
representatives from related institutions and connecting them with 
the participants, furnishing practical tips and information about 
what the organizations do and why they matter.

Goals
• To understand what these organizations are looking for, in 

terms of profile, skills, and experience;
• To explore what kinds of career path students can seek in these 

organizations;
• To present the recruitment process and offer tips.

Agenda per session (45min)

1. Introduction by the moderator: IHEID career counselor Aline 
Dimitriou Cruz (5min)

2. Keynote speech: organization’s representative TBC (20mins)
3. Audience Q&A (20min)

4 fields - 1 session per field - 1 organization per session

Humanitarianism 
and Development

Trade and 
Finance

Political Affairs
and Diplomacy

Environment and 
Sustainability



14

Academic session 4
East Asian economic development 
cooperation and the struggle for 
international influence

Goals
• To recognize differences and similarities between China, Japan, 

and South Korea regarding the “developmental state” model;
• To understand how East Asian development assistance/

cooperation has been used as a tool of soft power to maintain or 
gain influence in developing countries and how these are 
different from the development assistance from EU and US.

Date:
Friday,
October 15th
2021

Time:
10:00-11:30 CET 
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Agenda (90min)

1. Introduction by moderator Prof. Giuseppe Gabusi: “The 
politics of East Asian developmental state” (10min)

2. Keynote speech 1: speaker TBC (10min)
3. Keynote speech 2: speaker TBC (10min)
4. Keynote speech 3: speaker TBC (10min)
5. Panel discussion facilitated by the moderator (30min)
6. Audience Q&A (20min)

Background
China, Japan, and South Korea experienced a unique domestic 
development that scholars refer to as ‘developmental model’, and 
this model showed to be very successful. Drawing from that 
experience, they have been playing important roles as leading 
donor countries in the international development cooperation 
regime, promoting their own development cooperation model to 
many developing countries across the world. However, each model 
has a different context, focus, rationale, motivation, and objective.



15

Academic session 5
Gender roles within the household and 
beyond - the incomplete gender 
revolution in East Asia

Date:
Friday,
October 15th
2021

Time:
14:00-15:30 CET
[TBC]

Format:
Online
[Webex]

Background
Historically, East Asian countries have followed the customs of a 
patriarchal society. Yet, more and more active movements and 
discussion against traditional gender roles in public and private 
discourse are found across this region nowadays. Despite the 
similarity in culture between East Asian societies, such movements 
have varied in each country and faced distinct challenges due to 
different religious, cultural, political and legal systems.

Goals
• To understand how different or similar are the challenges 

facing East Asian societies in breaking gender bias 
surrounding domesticity and reproductive work;

• To examine the roots of traditionalism and conservatism in 
East Asia on gender issues (Christianity, Confucianism etc.).

Agenda (90min)

1. Introduction by the moderator (10min)
2. Keynote speech 1: speaker TBC (10min)
3. Keynote speech 2: speaker TBC (10min)
4. Keynote speech 3: speaker TBC (10min)
5. Panel discussion facilitated by the moderator (30min)
6. Audience Q&A (20min)
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Closing Celebration
“Meet the participants”
cocktail party

Background
This closing event constitutes the main pillar of the social 
forum, and will celebrate the successful completion of the 
Geneva Forum on East Asia. It aims at looking back on 
what has been accomplished, and enjoy a last bit of 
interaction between guests and fellow participants.

Goals
• To draw the Geneva Forum on East Asia to a 

successful close;
• To provide guests and participants with an opportunity 

to meet, interact, and share experiences;
• To enjoy cocktail drinks, food, and live music and 

performance in a modern and evocative location in the 
middle of International Geneva.

Date:
Friday,
October 15th
2021

Time:
19:00-22:00 CET
[TBC]

Format:
On-site

Venue:
Grand Morillon 
Student Residence
Rooftop

Agenda (180min)

1. Closing remarks by CEAS (15min)
2. Serving of drinks and food (60min)
3. Live performance: TBC (15min)
4. Continuation (90min)

https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/housing/our-residences/grand-morillon-student-residence
https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/housing/our-residences/grand-morillon-student-residence
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Confirmed speakers

Former Ambassador of the Swiss Confederation to the 
People’s Republic of China, Mongolia, and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (2014-2019). 
Distinguished Alumnus of IHEID.

Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the European Union (since 2018). Former 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to 
the People’s Republic of China (2013-2018).

H.E. Mr. Michael Clauß

Dr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel

Ambassador of the Republic of Finland to the Hellenic 
Republic and the Republic of Albania (since 2020). 
Former Ambassador of the Republic of Finland to 
Japan (2009-2013) and the People’s Republic of China 
(2013-2015).

H.E. Mr. Jari Gustafsson 

Director of the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies (IHEID) since 2020.

Dr. Marie-Laure Salles
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Assistant professor of International Political Economy 
and Political Economy of East Asia at the University 
of Torino. Head of the program Asia Prospects of the 
Torino World Affairs Institute (T.wai). 

Dr. Giuseppe Gabusi

Assistant professor at the Department of Anthropology 
and Sociology of the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies (IHEID). Faculty affiliate of 
the Gender Centre at IHEID

Dr. Isabel Pike

Confirmed speakers

Dr. Lionel Fatton

Assistant Professor of International Relations, Webster 
University Geneva. Research Collaborator, Research 
Institute for the History of Global Arms Transfer, Meiji 
University, Tokyo. Adjunct Fellow, The Charhar 
Institute, Beijing
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Contact us

Email
gisa.ceas@graduateinstitute.ch

Website
https://www.onlineceas.com/about-us

China and East
Asia Studies Initiative

Ceas Initiative ceas_iheid

mailto:gisa.ceas@graduateinstitute.ch
https://www.onlineceas.com/about-us

